
A suite of educational videos and journal activities for independent or synchronous learning 

This series, recommended for grades 4–7, features works of art that invite reflection on common  
human experiences:  courage, loneliness, hope, resilience, self-expression, reflection, and concern  
for others. 

Hosted by the Blanton’s director of education, Ray Williams, each lesson is designed to help  
build social and emotional competencies related to: self-awareness, self-management, responsible  
decision-making, social awareness and relationship skills. Students will also develop their visual literacy 
and writing skills, as they consider the various works of art and their connections to life.

Social & Emotional Learning Through Art 
SERIES OVERVIEW

School Programs

STUDENTS WORKING INDEPENDENTLY
Step 1 — Watch Video

Ask your students to watch one 3–5 minute video focused on a work of art from the Blanton. Students are 
invited to look closely and consider what the art has to say about the related theme.
 
Step 2 — Complete Journal Activity

Journal prompts accompany each video. Journal pages may be printed out, or the questions and activities 
may be completed in the student’s own notebook.
 
Journal pages are numbered and designed to be printed, folded, and combined into a booklet. We 
recommend assembling the journal pages into a cartonera, a homemade personalized book with a 
decorated cardboard cover. 

These videos provide instructions in English and Spanish to make your own cartonera (adult supervision 
required): 

Cómo hacer un libro cartonero: bit.ly/SELCartonera1
 
How to make a cartonera book: bit.ly/SELCartonera2
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http://bit.ly/SELCartonera2


Session 1: Trying Something New           
• What do you do when you are bored? What new things could you try to do?

• What does it feel like to be a beginner? What are the risks? The pleasures?

• What skill have you been improving over time?

SEL Competencies: Self-management; Responsible decision-making

Session 2: Strength & Hope           
• What are some of your personal strengths?

• How do you use these strengths in challenging situations?

• What other resources might help you deal with hard times?

• Where do you find hope?

SEL Competencies: Self-awareness

Session 3: Caring for Ourselves & Others           
• What are some of the causes of loneliness?

• How can you tell when somebody else is lonely?

• What might you do to support somebody who is lonely or depressed?

• When you feel lonely, what can you do to cheer yourself up?

SEL Competencies: Self-awareness; Social awareness; Relationship skills

School Programs

Randolph Rogers, The Truant

Mequitta Ahuja, Parade

George Segal, Blue Woman in 
Black Chair

SYNCHRONOUS CLASS DISCUSSION
Teachers should preview each video and the accompanying journal prompts before presenting for class 
discussion. The preview will provide an opportunity to anticipate student responses, link ideas to other 
points in the curriculum, and generate questions for discussion.  Below you will find sample questions 
for each theme that complement the journal prompts; class discussion may be a helpful warm-up for the 
written assignments.
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Session 5: Looking for Joy         
• How do you experience time in nature?

• Where do you look for joy?

• What is the connection between gratitude and joy?

• How do you express your gratitude?

SEL Competencies: Self-awareness

More sessions to come! Your feedback on these resources will inform future offerings. Please 
share your thoughts via this brief survey: bit.ly/BlantonSELSurvey

Certain materials in this resource are included under the fair use exemption of the U.S. Copyright Law and have been prepared according to 
the educational multimedia fair use guidelines and are restricted from further use.

Images (in order): Randolph Rogers, The Truant (detail), 1857, white carrara marble, 40 1/2  x 26 1/2 in., Blanton Museum of Art, The University of Texas 
at Austin, Gift of Dr. and Mrs. Herbert M. and Mary Jo Loyd, 2014. / Mequitta Ahuja, Parade (detail), 2007, enamel on canvas, two panels, 96 x 160 in., 
Blanton Museum of Art, The University of Texas at Austin, Gift of Melanie Lawson and John F. Guess, Jr., in honor of Jeanne and Michael Klein, 2010, © 
Mequitta Ahuja, 2007. / George Segal, Blue Woman in Black Chair (detail), 1981, painted plaster and metal, 52 x 26 x 44 in., Blanton Museum of Art, The 
University of Texas at Austin, Archer M. Huntington Museum Fund, 1983, © George and Helen Segal Foundation /Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York. 
/ Claude Vignon, David with the Head of Goliath (detail), 1620–1623, oil on canvas, 52 5/8 in. x 38 9/16 in., Blanton Museum of Art, The University of 
Texas at Austin, The Suida-Manning Collection. / Ellsworth Kelly, High Yellow (detail), 1960, oil on canvas, 80 9/16 x 57 13/16 in., Blanton Museum of Art, 
The University of Texas at Austin, Gift of Mari and James A. Michener, 1991/ Shara Hughes, You’re Highly Evolved And Beautiful (detail), 2019, oil and 
acrylic on canvas, 68 x 60 in., Blanton Museum of Art, The University of Texas at Austin, Purchase through the generosity of Erika and John Toussaint.
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Shara Hughes, You’re Highly 
Evolved And Beautiful

Ellsworth Kelly, High Yellow

Session 4: Action & Reflection    
• Why do you think the artist chose not to emphasize David as a victorious hero?

• What might David be thinking about?

• How are fear and courage related? 

• What stories do we have about being brave?

• What opportunities do we have to think about somebody else’s point of view?

• Can we empathize even with somebody who is not in our group?

SEL Competencies: Self-awareness; Relationship skills

Claude Vignon, David with the 
Head of Goliath
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http://bit.ly/BlantonSELSurvey

